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PRESS NOTICE                 0800hrs – 15 February 2019 
 

NEW BIRMINGHAM RAIL SERVICE THREATENED 
 
 
BIRMINGHAM CITY COUNCIL is due to consider and determine within the next few days a planning 
application that could put hundreds of millions of pounds of economic growth for Birmingham and the 
West Midlands at risk while at the same time seriously undermine the ability to reduce vehicle 
emissions affecting the centre of UK’s second city.  
 
A planning application to build 480 homes at Bordesley and develop 1480 square metres of 
commercial office space is being considered by Birmingham City Council, who despite being warned 
in 2013 sold the land where a developer is now seeking permission to build. At the time the City Council 
dismissed the need to protect the route of a link railway line at Bordesley known as the Camp Hill 
Chord because they felt the forecasted cost of a bigger project, of which the Camp Hill Chord was a 
part, meant it was unlikely to happen.   
 
In September 2018 Transport for West Midlands, West Midlands Rail Executive and Network Rail 
announced that they were working on building railway stations at Moseley, Kings Heath and Hazelwell 
with the expectation that the stations would be open in time for the 2022 Commonwealth Games. The 
stations are situated on what is currently a freight-only rail line that connects east and central 
Birmingham with Kings Heath in the south-west area of Birmingham. 
 
If the station reopening scheme is to ultimately offer the high-frequency train services needed it 
depends on the building the Camp Hill Chord that would enable train services to use Birmingham Moor 
Street station. The Camp Hill Chord would allow many more trains into and out of Birmingham and 
hour while easing pressure on the congested on Birmingham New Street. 
 
If approved, the planning application involves the development of land that could potentially block the 
alignment, and thus construction of the Camp Hill Chord preventing the expansion and long term 
desired frequency of new existing rail passenger services. 
 
Ian Jenkins, the Chairman of Campaign for Rail – West Midlands said: 
 
“The Camp Hill Chord is a key part of the planned Midlands Rail Hub. The success of the planned 
new stations at Moseley, Kings Heath and Hazelwell depend on a high-frequency train service 
which means the Camp Hill Chord that would provide access to and from Birmingham Moor 
Street is critical.”  
 
Operating up to 10 ten extra trains an hour in and out of Birmingham, that’s 85,000 extra seats a day, 
depends on the ability to build and install the Camp Hill Chord. Network Rail stated in 2017 that the 
work that included the Camp Hill Chord was worth up to £2bn of economic benefits through unlocking 
jobs and supporting economic growth and maximising transport connectivity which includes HS2. 
 
 “People and organisations only have until 18 February to object. We are extremely disappointed 
at the City Council, and politicians who need to work together to deliver a better Birmingham 
for all not work against one another as this example may confirm to be the case. Economic and 
environmental drivers will be seriously and critically harmed if this planning application is 
allowed to go ahead in a form that prevents the city from installing the Camp Hill Chord.”  Ian 
Jenkins added. 
 
The West Midlands Rail Executive, Transport for West Midlands and Midlands Connect are all believed 
to be objecting to the plans as are many local rail user groups. 
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